W) Check for updates

Received: 26 January 2023 Revised: 3 April 2023 Accepted: 18 May 2023

DOI: 10.1111/lamp.12318

ORIGINAL ARTICLE WILEY

Where there is smoke, there is fire? Making sense
of the past failure and future prospects of cannabis
reform in Chile
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politics to explain the reasons for the failure of cannabis
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because reform proponents were unable and unwilling to
maintain the agenda after initially setting it successfully.
By contrast, insider and outsider reform opponents were
effective at agenda denial and counter-framing cannabis
reform. Despite producing lots of smoke, recreational
cannabis reform efforts have burned out without blazing
the trail toward marijuana legalization in Chile. By
unearthing the factors that led to initial success in gaining
attention and to eventual failure in securing approval in
the recent past, this article points out the difficulties of
legalizing marijuana in Chile in the near future.
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INTRODUCTION

The 2021 election of Gabriel Boric, a 35-year-old, left-wing, former student leader, has inspired
hope for meaningful change in Chile's polarized politics and unequal society. What does his
election mean for the prospects of marijuana legalization in Chile? At first glance, Boric's
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